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Well, this is it, the final newsletter of the year.  We have tomorrow (pool party) and Wednesday 
(Christmas Carols @ 10am, and Yr6 Water Fight) to go and then we are on Christmas holidays.  
Never forget that the world stops to remember and celebrate the Birth of Jesus on 25th 
December.  It is a special time for us Catholics and faith-filled people.  On Sunday, Fr Boniface?s 
message was clear, simple ? yet challenging.  We are called to be ?good people.?  John the 
Baptist?s message of ?Prepare the Way of the Lord? is calling us to be the best versions of 
ourselves.  It sounds easy, but we know it?s hard. In Matthew (25:40) Jesus says: ?Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.?  We are called to 
treat the people we like the least just as well as the way we treat the people we love.  This is the 
challenge of our faith.  How will you improve the way you treat ?the least of these brothers and 
sisters? this holiday season? 

I want to thank everyone involved in last week?s festivities.  From our Step Up Day, to Yr6 
Graduation to our End of Year Mass and BBQ ? it was a great week celebrating all that is good at 
St Mary?s Cohuna.  Lots of hard work went on behind the scenes to ensure these events were 
successful and I am thankful to all those involved. 

Last Wednesday I was fortunate enough to spend the day taking Lauren Gould through our 
school.  Lauren is excited and honoured to be taking over the role of (Acting) Principal at St 
Mary?s Cohuna for 2025.  Lauren has spent the better part of this year working through the 
?Magnify Sandhurst? learning program at Catholic Education Sandhurst ? designed to increase 
the learning outcomes for our students.  Our school will be perfectly led through this curriculum, 
behaviour and teaching and learning revolution!  Please support Lauren in the ways you have 
supported me, she will be an amazing asset for our school! 

I would again like to take this opportunity to thank all parents for their committment and 
partnership to their children?s learning.  I speak for all staff, when I say we feel well supported by 
our parent community and thoroughly enjoy teaching your children.  Thank you to the Mums on 
the P&F Committee and to the School Advisory Council members, led by Brent.  Please set 
yourself a challenge to find a way to be more involved in your child/ ren?s education in 2025.  It 
could be helping out on the P&F, supporting Reading one morning per month, taking up the 
opportunity to cover new books, or another creative way that you might be thinking of. 
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The staff at St Mary?s Cohuna are dedicated to the support and growth of each and every 
student in our care.  I would like to thank the teachers, learning support officers, specialist 
teachers and office administration staff for the efforts they have put in this year (and over 
the previous 3 years).  If I could, I would take you all to Yarrawonga with me ? even Mrs Fry! - 
but I don?t think Lauren would ever talk to me again if I did that!! Ha ha  

I would like to make special mention of, and thank: Marie Kelly, Matt Mann, Georgia Mullavey 
and Lily Beer for their services to our school.  I wish each of these teachers the very best as 
they move on to new challenges and hope they know they will be forever a part of the St 
Mary?s Cohuna story. 

Since we announced that we would be moving on at the end of the year, Georgia, Patrick 
and I have been overwhelmed by the kindness and support we have received from our 
school community.  From the bottom of my heart, I would like to thank you all for accepting 
us 3 years ago and becoming such a special part of our lives. 

Have a Merry Christmas and a safe and refreshing New Years! 

 

Take care and God bless, 

Jarrod Mullavey

Principal
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PRAYER

PLEASE ADVISE THE OFFICE OF ANY ADDRESS CHANGES OR PHONE 
NUMBERS FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY PLEASE.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
NATHAN

MIHAILOVIC

19TH DEC

 LEVI 
       MCKEE

22ND DEC

          

ABRAHAM

        MATTHEWS
           23RD DEC

SONNY 

FRIEDBERGER

29TH DEC
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HOLIDAY BIRTHDAYS

LETTI FRIEDBERGER 1ST JAN

DAN MURRAY 2ND JAN

NATE HIPWELL 5TH JAN

BROOKLYN BEATTIE 9TH JAN

PIPPA KINGMA 9TH JAN

THEO WILSON 13TH JAN

OLLY MARTIN 14TH JAN
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School Term Dates 2024: 

Term 2: 15th Apr - 28th Jun

Term 3: 15th Jul - 20th Sept

Term 4: 7th Oct - 20th Dec

St Mary's acknowledges and 
pays respects to the traditional 

custodians of the land on 
which we meet;  the Barrapa 

Rappa People, and pay 
respects to elders both past and 

present. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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If  anyone is interested in 
joining in saying the 

Rosary on a Wednesday 
morning at  10am please 

contact  

Donna 0431 737 790.
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THANK YOU 
Mrs Mac and t he 

sust ainabil i t y group 
would l ike t o t hank  
Leiza, Dallas, St  Pat s 
PHil l  and helpers for  

t ranspor t ing t he 

green house t o St  
Mary 's.
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