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I was moved by the scenes at Sunday?s St Patrick?s Pyramid Hill celebration.  It was a clear look 
at the impact a Catholic school has on its local community.  It was heartening to see so many 
people attend the event and talk about the impact schools like St Pat?s have on those involved.  
It?s a small school that has a big heart.  Please keep their community in your thoughts and 
prayers over the coming weeks as they finish up and close the doors for the last time. 

We have our biggest week of the year this week!  Today (Monday) our Yr5 students presented 
their leadership speeches in the hope of obtaining a ?titled leadership position? at school next 
year.  Every student in Yr6 is looked at as a leader by their school mates and that?s the 
expectation we teachers place on them too.  We will announce those successful students (but not 
their specific roles) at our End of Year Mass later in the week.  On Tuesday 10th December we will 
hold our ?Step Up Day? where students will spend the day in their 2025 classes, with their 2025 
teachers.  Staff have spent many hours arranging classes so that our students have a successful 
2025.  This is often a day of anxious, nervousness for all involved, so please keep an eye on your 
children and let us know if we need to provide any ?added support? during this time.  On 
Wednesday 11th Dec we will celebrate the Graduation of our Year 6 class at the Tav.  Thanks to 
Nerissa, Jess, Miss Dennis and Miss Douglass for their preparation.  On Thursday 12th Dec we will 
host our End of Year Mass and BBQ.  Mass will begin at 6pm and include our end of year awards.  
Everyone is invited over to school following mass where the Lions Club will cook a free BBQ, and 
we may even get a visit from Santa!! We ask that families bring a plate to share.  Can families 
with a surname beginning with A-K please provide a salad, and can families L-Z please provide a 
sweet.  BYO picnic blankets, chairs, drinks etc. 

Please ensure that all Christmas hamper items are brought into class by Wednesday 11th Dec. We 
need all raffle tickets in by this date also (which is a 2-day extension from the previously asked 
date). 

Thank you to Tanya who was able to help us out covering literacy resource books for next year ? 
we only have about 15 boxes to go!! 
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It has come to that time of the year again when we need to say thankyou and goodbye to 
our departing staff. 

Lily Beer will finish up with us at the end of the year.  Lily has taught at St Mary?s for the 
previous 2 years, and has been an asset to our staff.  I?m sure any parent who has had a 
child in Lily?s class will agree that she is a classroom teacher of the highest quality.  Lily is 
always well planned and prepared and knows exactly where each of her students sit 
academically and how they?re traveling emotionally.  Lily has a real maturity about her 
teaching which is incredible for someone in the early years of her career.  We wish Lily all the 
very best in her future endeavors.   

Unfortunately, the travel from Bendigo has finally taken its toll on Mr Mann.  At the beginning 
of 2023 Matt offered to come up from Bendigo twice per week to help out teaching Music for 
one term.  Matt fell in love with the school, staff and more to the point - the kids.  His one 
term position turned into 2 fabulous years. Many people don?t know that Matt was a principal 
in Bendigo for close to 20 years and brought all that experience, and passion for teaching, to 
our school.  We are all the better for having been around Matt and it won?t just be the sounds 
of guitar that we miss, it will be Matt?s kindness, knowledge and friendship that he has 
brought to our school over the past 2 years! Thank you so much Matt!   

Georgia Mullavey will conclude her time at St Mary?s Cohuna.  Georgia is currently on 
maternity leave and had planned to return to teaching at St Mary?s some stage in the future 
? however won?t be able with our move to Sacred Heart.  Georgia is excited about the move 
to Yarrawonga, but sadden to leave behind the friendships she has made with staff, students 
and families.  I know Georgia has loved teaching the students at St Mary?s and is very 
appreciative of the way our family has been supported during our 3 years here.   

And lastly, Marie Kelly has made the difficult decision to move on from St Mary?s Cohuna 
after serving our school for 28 years ... that is not a misprint ? 28 years!  Many of our 
teachers weren?t even born when Marie began teaching!  I am excited at the thought of how 
many young lives Marie has had a positive influence on during this time!  Marie is the type of 
teacher (and person) that we should aim to emulate.  She is kind, patient, faith-filled and 
generous.  Marie understands what counts in education and what is just a fad (because she?s 
seen many come and go in her years in schools). Our St Mary?s Community will forever be 
indebted to Marie and we wish her all the very best in her move to St Joseph?s Kerang next 
year (2mins from home!).  Congratulations Marie!  

I am absolutely thrilled (and a bit sad that I won?t be here to work with him) to announce that 
Chris Distefano will join our team at St Mary?s next year.  Chris is a local who has a vast 
amount of teaching experience all over the globe.  Most recently Chris spent 2024 teaching 
at St Patrick?s Pyramid Hill.  Chris enjoys all sports and has expertise in teaching with 
technology and a passion for STEAM.  Chris will be a full-time classroom teacher at our 
school in 2025.  Please be sure to welcome Chris and his partner Bec when you get the 
opportunity. 
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Take Care

Jarrod Mullavey

Principal

Meaghan Lamb will return from Maternity leave in Term 2.  Meaghan and Will have been 
very busy raising Billie (6 months) with the help of Charlie of course!!  We are all looking 
forward to the return of Meaghan, we have missed her dearly. 

Tomorrow I will share the complete teaching ?line-up? including our 2025 class structure and 
Specialists programs.  We will maintain 6 classes, keeping class sizes small. 

Just a reminder that we will hold our Christmas Carols Concert on the morning of the last 
day of the year Wednesday 18th Dec. Carols will begin at 10am and will take roughly an hour 
and a half. School will finish at 3:15pm (the usual time) on this day. 



4

PRAYER

PLEASE ADVISE THE OFFICE OF ANY ADDRESS CHANGES OR PHONE 
NUMBERS FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY PLEASE.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
AMARLEE WARREN 7TH DEC

REX POWER 9TH DEC

EMMA NICHOLSON 10TH DEC

CHARLIE GRILLS 11TH DEC

ADA WILLIAMS 12TH DEC

SAMYAK RANA 13TH DEC

MILLIE DOBIE 15TH DEC
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School Term Dates 2024: 

Term 2: 15th Apr - 28th Jun

Term 3: 15th Jul - 20th Sept

Term 4: 7th Oct - 20th Dec

St Mary's acknowledges and 
pays respects to the traditional 

custodians of the land on 
which we meet;  the Barrapa 

Rappa People, and pay 
respects to elders both past and 

present. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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If  anyone is interested in 
joining in saying the 

Rosary on a Wednesday 
morning at  10am please 

contact  

Donna 0431 737 790.
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