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Sunday marked the first day of Summer and that means the beginning of Advent - a time 
when we prepare for the coming of Jesus at Christmas.  It can be the perfect time to 
reflect on what we do well and set ourselves some lofty personal goals for the Christmas 
season.  As we progress through Advent, we start this week by focussing on being vigilant 
and patient.  On the second Sunday we hear the warnings in the mission of John the 
Baptist, the one who came before Jesus.  The Third Sunday tells of the coming of the 
Messiah ? a time for rejoicing.  And the fourth Sunday highlights the events leading up to 
the birth of the Saviour, the first Christmas, and a new beginning.  

We had plenty going on at school last week with the beginning of our swimming program, 
the dental van on site and our Prep-2 Late Stay and Sleep Over.  A huge well done and 
thank you to Miss Cooke, Mrs Walker and Mrs Edge who gave up family time (and sleep 
time) to support our Yr2?s on their annual Sleep Over!  And well done to our Yr2?s who were 
fantastic over the 2 days! 

This week staff are finalising school reports, ready to send home in Week 11. We continue 
our swimming program on Tuesday and Wednesday ? hopefully the weather is 
supportive!  And on Friday Miss Dennis, Mrs Douglass, Miss Cartwright and I will take the 
Yr6?s to Funfields in Whittlesea for their Big Day Out and Mrs Walker will have her 7th 
Transition Day with next year?s Preps.  (Just a side note, from next year we will be 
referring to our Preps as ?Foundies? - which is short for Foundation students ? in alignment 
with all curriculum documents and policies.  So if you hear the term ?Foundies? or 
Foundation ? we are talking about our Preps!)  This Sunday is our school?s feast day ? The 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  It is also the day that St Patrick?s Pyramid Hill will 
celebrate the contribution their school has made to its community (and our diocese), 
before they sadly finish up at the end of the year.  Please keep Mrs Mathers, Miss Dennis, 
Miss Vevers and Mrs Kelly (who have all worked at St Pat?s over the years) in your 
thoughts and prayers as well as all the staff currently working there and other staff we 
know who have been a part of that community. It will be a tough day, but hopefully one 
that celebrates a great community. 
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Any parent helpers available this Wednesday!!  This Wednesday (4/ 12) we will be 
having a ?book contacting day?.  We have lots of new literacy books that need 
covering.  Please get in contact with your child?s teacher if you are available to help 
out (at any time, for as long as you can) on Wednesday. 

Our Christmas Hamper Raffle is coming to a close.  We need all hamper items 
brought to school, and all raffle tickets and money returned by Monday 9th December.  
Just a reminder of what hamper items to bring in: 

Prep ? Christmas table wear (disposable cups, plates and serviettes) 

Grade 1- Christmas food item 

Grade 2 ? Christmas food item 

Grade 3 ? Non alcoholic drinks 

Grade 4 ? Christmas decoration 

Grade 5 ? Small Christmas gift 

Grade 6 ? small Christmas gift 

Thankyou to Tanna and Caitlin from the P&F for organising the raffle and to all 
families who are able to support us.  We will draw the raffle at our End of Year Mass. 

Next week is a big week!  Can I bring your attention to a couple of days in particular.  
On Tuesday 10th December we will hold our ?Step Up Day? where students will spend 
the day in their 2025 classes, with their 2025 teachers.  This is often a day of anxious, 
nervousness for all involved, so please keep an eye of your children and let us know if 
we need to provide any ?added support? during this time.  On Wednesday 11th Dec we 
will celebrate the graduation of our Year 6 class at the Tav.  Thanks to Nerissa, Jess, 
Miss Dennis and Miss Douglass for their preparation.  On Thursday 12th Dec we will 
host our End of Year Mass and BBQ.  Mass will begin at 6pm and include our end of 
year awards.  Everyone is invited over to school following mass where the Lions Club 
will cook a free BBQ.  We ask that families bring a plate to share.  Can families with a 
surname beginning with A-K please provide a salad, and can families L-Z please 
provide a sweet.  BYO picnic blankets, chairs, drinks etc. 

Just a reminder that we have changed the date for our Christmas Carols Concert.  We 
will now be holding this event at school on Wednesday 11th Dec (last day of the school 
year) beginning at 10am.  The students? last day this year is Wednesday 18th 
December.  School will finish at the usual time on this day (3:15pm). 

Take Care

Jarrod Mullavey

Principal
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School Term Dates 2024: 

Term 2: 15th Apr - 28th Jun

Term 3: 15th Jul - 20th Sept

Term 4: 7th Oct - 20th Dec

St Mary's acknowledges and 
pays respects to the traditional 

custodians of the land on 
which we meet;  the Barrapa 

Rappa People, and pay 
respects to elders both past and 

present. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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If  anyone is interested in 
joining in saying the 

Rosary on a Wednesday 
morning at  10am please 

contact  

Donna 0431 737 790.
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