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It is Week 6 and that means that tomorrow (Wednesday) marks the halfway point in the term!   

Last Sunday?s Gospel focused on Pentecost (Jn 20:19-23) - the day many people believe the 

Holy Spirit came into the world. It is important to remember that the Spirit had long been 

active in the world before this event. Genesis (the first book of the Bible) 1:2 tells us that ?the 

Spirit hovered over the waters.? The Old Testament (written before the birth of Jesus) is filled 

with references in which ?The Spirit of God came upon (him) with power? and the Spirit was 

evident at Jesus? baptism and throughout the gospels. Jesus is frequently described as being 

?filled with the Spirit?.  So, from the very beginning of creation the Spirit has moved in the world 

and continues to energise it today.  God sent His only son, Jesus, who in turn gave us this gift 

of the Holy Spirit.  How we celebrate this gift and follow in Jesus? footsteps is up to us.

Thank you to those parents who attended PSG meetings last week, working together with our 

staff to meet the needs of our learners with additional needs.  I am thankful to Miss Cartwright 

who leads our school in this area.  Thank you also to Mrs Walker, Mrs Douglass and the 

parents who were on hand to cheer on our Divisional Cross Country team in Swan Hill last 

Tuesday.  Distance running is a great way to challenge both our physical and mental capacity, 

and our team (trained by Mrs Walker) excelled in both areas!! 

This week we welcome Mrs Kelly back from Long Service Leave and look forward to hearing of 

her ?European adventures.?  On Wednesday Miss Cooke has organised an Indigenous 

performance for all our learners to celebrate Reconciliation.  Also on Wednesday we have our 

Simultaneous Storytime at 11am.  We will come together as a Junior and Senior school to 

celebrate the importance of reading and literacy using the Australian Children?s story: 

Bowerbird Blues by Aura Parker.  This is a wonderful story that highlights the importance of 

giving gifts, and also the importance of having the grace and self-acceptance to receive and see 

ourselves as being worthy of the gifts and joy of others.  The school has a number of copies of 

this story, so please let Mrs Fry know if you would like to borrow this book and share it at 

home. 
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Take care and God bless, 

Jarrod Mullavey

Principal

Next week (Week 7) is a big week.  We have the school nurse attending school to screen 

our Preps on Monday.  Our Senior learners (Yr4-6) will attend the Kyabram Zoo on Tuesday 

and our Junior learners (P-3?s) will attend on Wednesday, to enrich their study of ?living 

things.?  We will conclude the week in Pyramid Hill with the communities of St Patrick?s and 

St Joseph?s at our Good Samaritan Winter Cup.

Last Friday I attended a Director?s Briefing in Shepparton with principals from all 

Sandhurst primary and secondary schools.  At this briefing, CES Ltd Director Kate Fogarty 

spoke about creating ?an Authentically Sandhurst Catholic Education.?  To do this, Kate and 

her team at CES Ltd will support our school in 3 main areas: Outstanding student growth, 

Subsidiarity (decisions made by the right people at the right level) and Synodality (Walking 

together on the path to the Kingdom of God).  Kate and the team at CES Ltd will focus their 

support on schools improving their student growth data, understanding why decisions are 

being made at CES Ltd and supporting Pope Francis' message of honouring the dignity of 

all. 

Thank you for your ongoing support.  Have a great week and stay warm.
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PRAYER

St Mary's acknowledges and 
pays respects to the traditional 

custodians of the land on 
which we meet;  the Barrapa 

Rappa People, and pay 
respects to elders both past and 

present. 

School Term Dates 2024: 

Term 2: 15th Apr - 28th Jun

Term 3: 15th Jul - 20th Sept

Term 4: 7th Oct - 20th Dec

P & F chocolate 
fundraiser

A reminder to please 
deposit the $60 into the 
School bank account :-

BSB 083-543
Acc. No. 457171993
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2/3 CLASSWORK
Over  t he past  few  weeks in 2/3 we have been focusing on building our  
know ledge of  t he l i fe cycle of  a but t er f ly in Inquiry. Learners have been 
m ak ing t heir  own inform at ion post ers t o show t heir  know ledge. Each 
collaborat ed in pairs or  groups of  t hree t o creat e t heir  m ast erpieces. We 
have also been learning t o apply dif ferent  st rat egies t o solve problem s 
in m at hs, focusing on addit ion and subt ract ion. This week we have 
looked at  t he jum p st rat egy for  subt ract ion. Here are som e exam ples of  
our  awesom e learning!



7

24t h May

MELI FROOD

22nd May

JAX TAYLOR

26t h May

KOA SPALDING
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SCHOOL NURSE VISIT
Kerrie McCosh, Primary School Nurse, will be visiting our school May 27th 2024.

Prep Grade Healt h Assessm ent s:

All parents/guardians of prep grade children will be asked to complete a Health Questionnaire online, 
before May 24th. A "postcard" will be sent home from school with information about how to do this. If  
you do not  w ish your  child t o be seen by school nurse , please go online, register, and indicate the 
non-consent .

Refer rals (Grade 1-6)

Parents and/or teachers may refer children from any grade for assessments of  vision, hearing, basic 
speech, physical abilit ies, medical conditions, behavioural and parenting issues. Please collect a referral 
form from the school office. Completed forms are to be handed into the school office prior to 24th May. 
Should parents wish to have an interview with the School Nurse, please indicate your request on the 
form. Please note: You can talk to the primary school nurse at any time throughout the year.
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