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St Mary's
NewsletterIT'S WEEK 5!
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5456 2062

It is hard to believe that we are in Week 5 already and approaching the halfway point of  the term.  Recently I have been 
enjoying walking through the classrooms and seeing all our learners so settled and engaged in their learning.  Thank you to 
our dedicated teaching staf f  who work hard to ensure all learners feel respected and valued and are being taught at their 
point of  need.   

Congratulations to Fr Novie on his recent appointment to the parish of  St Mary?s Echuca (starting on 9th April).  It is a time 
of  mixed emotions.  On the one hand I am really excited for Fr Novie with his move to Echuca, but I know he has been a 
great leader of  our faith community for the past three years and we will all miss him!  Good luck Fr Novie!  We also 
welcome Fr Dean Bongat who will replace Fr Novie as Parish Priest of  St Mary?s Cohuna, St Pat?s Pyramid Hill and St Joseph?s 
Kerang.  Fr Bongat was most recently an Assistant Priest at Wangaratta.  We look forward to getting to know Fr Bongat in 
the near future and welcoming him into our community. 

So far we have been fortunate with COVID having only a minor impact on our school.  I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the diligence of  both families and staf f  in managing this pandemic.  I know many parents have kept their children 
home when they have had runny noses or sore throats.  Staf f  are calling in sick in similar situations instead of  ?trying to 
push through.?  I know the Rapid Antigen Tests aren?t fun to administer or take, so thank you for doing your best in this 
area.  Hopefully we can continue to work together to limit the spread of  this virus and the second half  of  this term can see 
more restrictions eased both at school and in the community.

It was great to see so many f riendly faces on screen at our f irst Parents and Friends meeting last Monday night.  Thanks to 
Casey and everyone involved in the P&F for the work you do behind the scenes that supports the school in providing the 
best education possible for our learners. 

I invite all parents and carers to attend the Resilience Project Webinar with Hugh van Cuylenburg on Wednesday 9th March, 
6.30pm-8.00pm.  In this presentation, Hugh will share his experiences and combine them with practical strategies that can 
be implemented everyday to improve our overall wellbeing.  The presentation is specially designed to help parents and 
carers build resilience in their children.

If  you would like to attend, you must register using the following registration link:

https:/ /us02web.zoom.us/webinar/ register/WN_BSZQ7j8bQ5qAA7dfV6PgHQ

For more information, see the f lyer attached to this newsletter. 

As COVID restrictions placed on schools are slowly easing, we look forward to having more parents and carers on site over 
the coming weeks.  I will communicate this information with our school community as soon as I receive it.

Thanks for your ongoing support.  Take care and God bless!

Jarrod Mullavey (Principal)

 DATES AHEAD
- 22nd Feb - PSG?s
- 23rd Feb - Prep Rest Day # 4
- 1st March - Shrove Tuesday
- 2nd March - Ash Wednesday Mass 

12:30pm (Preps attend today)

https://e0f544fe0965ce77f23b6380b1be1f14.tinyemails.com/cf4765dfcc933aae1fbce3ba395cc2ba/401b006017f676aa95a5ad4342c5c25f.html
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St Mary's acknowledges 
and pays respects to the 

traditional custodians of the 
land on which we meet;  the 
Barrapa Rappa People, 
and pay respects to elders 
both past and present. 

A PRAYER

St Mary's is a Child Safe School. 

We promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children. 

PBIS
Car i n g for  ou r  
en v i r on m en t

Our focus for the start 
of  Term 1 is how we 
behave in the toilets.

 Can teen  
Lun ch or der s m ust  

be p l aced  
befor e8:45am   i n     

the m or n i n gs.  The 
n ew  cu t  of f  t i m e for  

l un ch  or der s i s 
8:45am !

Please note: If  you child is 
absent and has a canteen 

order placed, please 
contact the school before 
11am on the day so we can 

cancel this order.

Open your hearts to the love God instills in them. God loves you tenderly. What he gives 
you is not to be kept under lock and key, but to be shared. The more you save the less you 
will be able to give. The less you have, the more you will know how to share. Let us ask 
God, when it comes to ask God for something, to help us to be generous. 

Mother Teresa?In My Own Words

   

.
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Junior  School Team Senior  School Team

What a jam packed week we have had in the Senior area! 
We are continuing to build relationships and expectations 
within our classrooms, as well as explore dif ferent 
emotions and what these would look like in ourselves and 
those around us. This helps us to build our empathy 
towards others. We are developing our understanding of  
the texts we read by making predictions based on our 
prior knowledge, and what literal information the cover 
and blurb of  a text presents to us. Learning for our 
Inquiry topic ?What makes an ef fective learner at St. 
Mary?s?? is underway; we have explored what risk taking 
may look like in our learning, and this week we are f inding 
out what a collaborative learner might do. Place Value and 
Measurement have been our focus in mathematics, and 
we will continue to build on our knowledge of  these in 
the coming weeks.

What a fabulous week it has been in the Juniors! We are 
learning about collaboration and what it means to work 
as a team. We constructed tiger puzzles and identif ied 
how we worked collaboratively and what we could do 
dif ferently next time. Ms Adelia taught us about what 
stewardship meant and how we can be an ef fective 
stewart within our Cohuna community and also at 
school. Our physical education lessons with Ms B have 
been extremely active and full of  fun, and f inally the 
preps have been learning lots of  new letters and have 
gone on letter hunts while enjoying creating dif ferent 
animals that start with the letters s, a, t and p!

-  Miley Pollock 17th February
- Chloe Hawken 20th February

POLICE BLITZ ON SPEEDING DRIVERS NEAR SCHOOL CROSSINGS
We have had a visit f rom our local Police who are concerned that drivers are not obeying the speed 
restrictions near school crossings during school times.  Police will be conducting a blitz near the crossings 
over the coming weeks so please take care to observe the speed limits.  Also, the police are concerned that 
our students are not using the Sampson Street crossing correctly and are instead crossing over the road near 
the Post Of f ice.  Could parents please speak to their children who use the Sampson Street crossing and 
reinforce the importance of  crossing Sampson Street correctly.
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Term  1 Dat es:

Week 3

7th Feb - SAC Meeting 7pm

9th Feb - Prep Rest Day #2

  - Parent Information Night 6:30pm (via Google Meet)

10th Feb - Curriculum Newsletter (sent home)

Week 4

14th Feb - P&F Meeting 6:30pm (online)

15th Feb - PSG?s

16th Feb - Prep Rest Day #3

18th Feb - School Closure Day (Staff attending Visible Learning Professional Development)

Week 5

22nd Feb - PSG?s

23rd Feb - Prep Rest Day #4

Week 6

1st March - Shrove Tuesday

2nd March - Ash Wednesday Mass 12:30pm (Preps attend today)

4th March - Clean Up Australia Day

       - Assembly (Grade 6?s to lead)

6th March - (Sunday) Cohuna Bridge to Bridge

Week 7

9th March - Resilience Project Parent Information Night (Webinar)

Week 8

14th March - Labour Day Holiday

Week 9

21st March - Harmony Day

Week 10

29th March - Learning Conversations (12:30-7:30pm)

1st April - Assembly (Grade 5?s)

Week 11

6th April - Learning Expo

8th April - Term 1 ends (2:15pm)

TERM 1 DATES:
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