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St Mary's
Newsletter

WELCOME TO WEEK 2
What a disjointed first week! Our week one came and went 
extremely quickly. Starting school at the tail end of Easter possibly 
brought many of our learners back to school tired and not able to 
get into momentum. Thankfully, this week has seen our learners 
engaged and rested. I think our Mum's and Dad's may have 
experienced the lack of momentum also! 

An incredible turn out for our community Anzac day march this year. 
We had over 40 learners and supporting families walk the street 
alongside us. Thank you to all families who made this happen. It is 
extremely important that we continue to grow our children's learning 
around our nations struggles of war and commemorate all service 
people both past and present. Thank you all again. 

To start the week our Year 5/6 learners took part in the Northern 
Plains Leadership conference. This involves eight Catholic schools 
who we strive to work closely with over time. The learners heard 
from wheelchair bound people who have portrayed great resilience 
and courage throughout their lives. They also took part in many 
team based activities where they had to think creatively and work 
collaboratively! Our learners worked in a variety of teams and 
networks and I was given feedback from colleagues who observed 
how well our St Mary's learners mingle and speak confidently with 
others. I was very proud and also agree strongly with their 
observations. 

God Bless

Principal - Jasmine Ryan

FOR THE CALENDAR 

- 1st May: Mass @ 12:30 - Yr 2 to 
Host 

- 2nd May: St Mary's Cross Country 
Sports Day 

- 6th - 10th May: Catholic Education 
Week 

- 6th May: Pyjama Day 
- 7th May: PSG Meetings, DJ Day 
- 8th May: Crazy Hair Day, St Mary's 

Open Evening @ 7:00pm 
- 9th May: Good Samaritan Cup @ St 

Patrick's , Tri Board dinner 
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- 10th May: Mother's Day Liturgy 
& Celebration 9am - 11am, 
Mother's Day stall

- 13th May: School Board 
Meeting @ 7pm

- 14th - 16th May: Yr 3 & Yr 5 - 
NAPLAN

- 20th May: P&F Meeting 
- 21st May: Swan Hill Zone 

Cross Country 
- 23rd May: CSC Transition 
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Thank you to the third of our community 
who completed the Parent Voice survey 
which explored: Assessment / Uniform / 
Communication. 

Many great ideas and recommendations 
were put forward. These findings in 
conjunction with staff and learners voice will 
be explored more deeply in the near future. 
No changes are being made yet.

A few surmising points to share:

- Comfort is most important to our uniform
- Purchasing from school is valued 
- Our uniform does not wash and wear well 
- 40% are interested in a separate sport uniform 
- Our App is our preferred mode of 

communication 
- 40% believe we receive sound communication 
- Learning conversations are most valued 

around individual children
- 85% responded that Learning conversations 

on one day were suitable to families  & to be 
held termly 

Mother's Day Stall 
On Friday 10th May all of our learners will have the opportunity to shop at our P&F 
Mother's day stall. There is enough gifts for one per child. All gifts are $5. If the 
correct money can be sent in next Friday please.  

Calendar & Dates
Our PAM and school 

calendar are up to date 
as much as is known. 

Coming home is a 
sheet of termly dates to 

help family planning! 

Parent Voice Survey 

The song from Disney?s Lion King about the ?Circle 
of Life? describes that we are all swept up in this 
circle of our life. Like the animals, we humans are 
called to realise that this process is inevitable and yet 

wondrous ? all at the same. 
As we get older, we see this circle of seasons repeat 
in the seasons of nature. We even see it in the 
seasons of our life ? as children, then growing 
through adolescence to adulthood, entering our 

mid-life years and finally our senior years.  
Perhaps not often enough do some of us realise that 
this regular cycle of change is a true blessing with its 
variety and beauty. There?s litt le opportunity to get 
bored and no good reason to lose hope because 
change helps us to see our life with new eyes at the 

approach of each new season. 
It is comforting to know that God is our friend and 
companion, our fellow-journeyer as we venture 

through the Circle of Life. 

 

A Reflection

St Mary's is committed to Child Safety. 

We believe all children  have the right to feel safe and be safe.  

        Scho o l  Pr o du c t i o n New s  
The Yr 5 & 6 learners are very excited to be auditioning next 
week for parts in our school production. All classes are being 
allocated their special songs and dances for the show. It is 
fabulous to see such enthusiasm and dedication!

Scho o l  Pr o du c t i o n ?J u l es? Co mmi t t ee Meet i ng

Many thanks to those parents who have offered their assistance 
throughout the production. There will be a ?Jules? Committee 
Meeting on Monday 6th May 11.00am, for anyone who might like 
to come and join in the fun. We will be discussing props and 

costumes as well as other organisational details. Everyone is 

welcome.  

OUR TIMETABLE 
St Mary's looks forward to 

celebrating Catholic 
Education week 

2019...Please find our 
timetable below:

Monday: 

PJ Day - Wear your 
pyjamas

Tuesday: 

DJ Day (Lunchtime Disco)

Wednesday: 

RRR Award Day - Crazy 
Hair Day! Prizes to be won!

Thursday:

Good Samaritan Cup @ St 
Patrick's Pyramid Hill

Friday:

Mother's Day Liturgy & 
Celebrations (9am - 11am) 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpastorross1.files.wordpress.com%2F2014%2F04%2Fgallipoli2.jpg%3Fw%3D350%26h%3D200%26crop%3D1&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpastorross1.wordpress.com%2F2016%2F04%2F25%2Fthe-lords-anzac-day-prayer-poem%2F&docid=nqAtIHB0ndJfJM&tbnid=cSA2mEnhSXxGJM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjRsuKSkOXhAhVVcCsKHQa-AUsQMwiHASgsMCw..i&w=350&h=200&safe=strict&bih=790&biw=1440&q=anzac%20day%20prayer&ved=0ahUKEwjRsuKSkOXhAhVVcCsKHQa-AUsQMwiHASgsMCw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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OUR LEARNING...
JUNIOR TEAM (Prep - Year 2)

Our learners are continuing to tune in to our inquiry 
investigation of ?What cycles keep us going?? Our  
learners have been hunting around the school for 
different types of living things. The learners have 
demonstrated their prior knowledge and developed 
some wonderings about living organisms. The Prep 
learners are continuing to focus on place value and 
counting. The Year 2 learners are beginning to explore 
multiplication and division. Year 1 are beginning to 
focus on addition and subtraction straggles. Our 
learners would all like to congratulate Miss Cartwright 
on graduating from her University degree, we all hope 
that you have a great day and enjoy your time 
celebrating.

SENIOR TEAM (Year 3 - Year 6)
We are continuing to learn about the history of ANZAC Day in 
class, after commemorating it so respectfully last week. Learners 
have had the opportunity to read about a different aspect of WW1, 
such as Gallipoli or the recruitment process, and in turn share the 
facts they have learnt within a smaller group. In Bounce Back we 
are focusing on being courageous, with learners discussing what it 
means to have courage, why being courageous is important, and 
sharing times when they have been brave. In literacy we are 
focusing on persuasive writing, and have started to investigate the 
structure of this text type. On Tuesday we had guest speaker 
Krystal Grills in to teach us about the cycle of organic matter, and 
how it breaks down into compost. She also helped us to make a 
worm farm, which we will keep at school and put some of our food 
scraps in to make our own compost for our gardens at school. 

St Mary's is committed to Child Safety. 

We believe all children  have the right to feel safe and be safe.  

FOOTBALL CLINICS

On Friday the Yr 3 - 6 learners ventured to Cohuna Consolidated to 

meet some Richmond Football players and complete a range of 

different skills. They got to meet Daniel Rioli, Dion Prestia, Kane 

Lambert and Toby Nankervis. Campbell and Jimmy did an excellent 

job at answering a question each about the players and received a 

signed football to keep. It was great to see all learners having a go 

and participating in the different skills and trying their very best. 

While the Yr 3-6 learners were completing their footy clinic the Prep 

- Yr 2 learners also got to have their own football clinic at school. A 

group of dad?s came to school and engaged our learners in a 

variety of different football skills. They really enjoyed participating 

in the clinic and learning new skills. We thank Blaise Ryan, Leigh 

Fletcher, Camm Mihailovic, Ryan Keating, Ben Appleby, Rob Grills 

and Tim Douglass for coming in and helping  out with the clinic. 
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St  Mary 's Open Evening 2020

It is hard to believe that we begin the 
conversation around Prep children joining 
us in 2020. 

On Wednesday 8th May @ 7:00pm, St 
Mary's will hold its annual Open Evening for 
our community. This evening aims to share 
much of who we are and what we do. This 
evening does outline the enrollment process 
for Prep children 2020. 

We do ask that both possibly interested and 
existing families attend this evening so that 
the journey of schooling can be shared with 
all. Mrs Fry will be available to care for 
preschoolers who come along. 

If you know anyone in the community with 
children approaching the school ready age, 
please invite them along to learn who we 
are! 


