
W e are off icial ly hal f way through the term  which is hard to bel ieve! This week  there is a feel ing of 
calm ness and engagem ent in  our  learn ing spaces! Our  learners are so adaptable and enjoyable to teach 
that they can quick ly go fr om  the crazy chaos of Cathol ic education week , str aight back  to focused 
learn ing! 

Thank  you to our  parent com m unity for  m ak ing al ternat ive 
ar rangem ents for  
M onday's closure day. I t  
gave our  staff the shared 
t im e to col laborate 
around our  student 
behaviour  pol icy, we 
com pleted data analysis 
for  m athem atics and 
explored our  cur r iculum  
planning str uctures. I t  
was  a hugely valuable 
day, so thank  you. 

This week  our  learners 
were learn ing outside of 
the learn ing spaces as som e took  par t in  the social  f ish ing network  
with Sacha and our  fr iends at St Joseph's and St Patr ick 's. Som e of our  
Senior  leaders attended the Business Fr iendly Break fast at Factor y & 
Field where they got to l isten to the career  possibi l i t ies avai lable in  
Cohuna. 

The 27th M ay - 3rd June our  Nation takes 
par t in  Reconci l iat ion week . As par t of th is 
week  we reflect and repent for  the wrong 
doings of our  Indigenous people and look  
forward to a br ighter  future. On Fr iday 
2nd June we wi l l  walk  as a col lect ive 
com m unity and join  with our  other  local  
schools in  Garden Park  to l isten to m usic 
and tr adi t ional  stor y. I t  is a wonder fu l  
com m unity in i t iat ive and we welcom e our  
parents. A form  has been released on our  
App for  our  fam i l ies to com plete. 
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- 1st June: Yr s 3 - 6 
Gymnastics

- 2nd June: Community 
Reconci l iation walk 
@ 12:30pm 

- 7th June: Whole 
School Class Mass @ 
12:30pm 

- 8th June: Yr s 3 - 6 
Gymnastics

- 12th June: Queen's 
Bir thday - Public 
Holiday

- 15th June: Prep - 2 
take par t in 
Gymnastics

- 16th June: Lightning 
Premier ship & 
Repor ts home 

- 19th June: P&F 
Meeting @ 7:30pm 

Our  News...
TO THE COMMUNITY OF ST MARY'S...

DATES TO 
REMEMBER: 

God  is gl or if ied in al l  t hings



BIRTHDAYS
Pippa Reid - 28th

Zoe Pol lock  - 29th

Lain ie Spr ing - 1st

Thank  you to those fam i l ies who have expressed in terest 
for  pr ivate instrum ental  lessons. I  wi l l  com m unicate 
with Kate ear ly next week  and we wi l l  act ion fr om  there. 
The expression of in terest ends today. 

On Tuesday  20th  June we are lucky enough to have 
Tracey Farel l  who special ises in  m ental  heal th of 
chi ldren and adolescents com ing to provide som e 
professional  developm ent for  our  staff as wel l  as our  
parents. W e wi l l  send hom e an invi tat ion next week  with 
fur ther  dates and detai ls. Tracey is wel l  known in  her  
f ield and we are lucky to be able to benefi t  fr om  her  
exper t ise. Everyone of our  chi ldren wi l l  at  som e point 
exper ience som e degree of anxiety so great parental  
learn ing for  us al l . 

The Year  Two learners last n ight em barked on their  f i r st  
school  cam p. H ow m agical  that they were able to have 
th is exper ience at Treetops. The teachers could not 
speak  m ore h ighly of the k ids as they explored the bush 
lands, went spot l ight ing, threw a l ine in  and sang around 
the f i r e to the gui tar ! Thank  you to the teachers and 
Ryan O'M ahony for  ensur ing our  k ids were safe and 
m ost im por tant ly had a great t im e! 

Lately we have had som e concerns around our  bus 
tr avel ing behaviour. In  the very near  future the staff and 
learners wi l l  r evisi t  our  expectat ions of tr avel ing to and 
fr om  school . I  wi l l  send hom e our  agreed expectat ions 
for  parents to be aware of also. I  know you wi l l  suppor t 
the school  on th is. 

Dur ing pick  up and drop off t im es can we please ask  our  
parents and carers to ensure no preschool  chi ldren are 
cl im bing on the rai ls outside the Year  2 learn ing space or  
l ibrar y. W e would hate for  anyone to be hur t 
unnecessar i ly.

There has been a great deal  of m edia coverage lately 
around governm ent funding contr ibut ions to Cathol ic 
Education. I  have included som e cor respondence fr om  
Ben H iggins our  head Accountant fr om  CEO Sandhurst. I  
hope th is clar i f ies those concerned.

God Bless  - Jasmine Ryan (Pr incipa l) .   



Federal Governm ent  Funding 

Recently, the Federal government released an online 
school funding estimator that included notional Federal 
government school funding amounts for our school in 
2018 and over a 10-year period to 2027, based on the 
proposed new 'Quality Schools' program. Several local and 
state newspaper articles have been written comparing the 
notional Federal school funding amounts to local State 
schools.

I would like to clarify that the figures presented do not 
reflect the total government recurrent funding received by 
our school and that we are a member of a centralised 
system of Victorian Catholic schools. Any comparisons 
made using those figures alone do not reflect the fact that 
State schools are majority funded from the State 
government (approximately 80%) with the remainder from 
the Federal government (approximately 20%), whereas 
Catholic schools receive a larger proportion of Federal 
government funding compared to State government 
funding.

The figures in the online estimator are notional and based 
on 2016 school census data that do not reflect the actual 
funding amounts that would be received by our school.

Our school is very well resourced and supported by the 
Catholic Education Office that provide transparent funding 
models that are much more complex and needs-based 
than the proposed Federal government recurrent funding 
model. 

We will continue to campaign for a fair share of 
government funding while highlighting the importance of 
providing a choice to families that wish to provide their 
child a Catholic education.

Ben Higgins 

Assistant to the Director: Finance & Resources 

CANTEEN NEW S...

The winners of the grade 5/6 election last term, 'The 
Foodies', are giving students the chance to purchase 
treats from the canteen at Monday recess times. 

Students may bring along $1 for raisin toast and/or $1 
for a hot chocolate. The canteen will be open as usual 
for lunch orders. 

Sm ar t  Phon e Don at i on s w an ted  for  Vi r tual  
Real i ty

Virtual reality allows people to dive into new worlds and 
have experiences which are usually impossible to achieve in 
the classroom. We are currently collecting old smartphones 
in order to use the app ?expeditions? with the Google 
Cardboard viewers. If you have any old smartphone which 
you are willing to donate please bring them in. If they are 
locked please provide the passcode or turn off locking 
before bringing them in. This would be greatly appreciated!


