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St Mary's
Newsletter

WELCOME TO WEEK 5
Week 5, and we are almost half  way through the term! I hope everyone enjoyed their Mother's day and family 
time. 

Today we eagerly awaited an announcement f rom Daniel Andrews and the Victorian Government in regard to 
returned schooling. St Mary's will now begin plans and preparations with support f rom Catholic Education 
Victoria as to how this will unfold in the near future. I will keep families informed as we are provided with 
information. At this time we are to continue to have minimal learners and staf f  at school as no change has 
of f icially taken ef fect. Only essential workers children can be at school this time.  

Our remote learning is going extremely well and our staf f  have done an incredible job at keeping connected and 
the habit of  learning alive for our children. Again, we recognise that this is not the preferred mode of  operation 
and we want our children back in our classrooms as soon as possible. We do realise that families would be tiring 
of  this way of  life but we please encourage you to maintain the schooling and learning routine at home. Our 
children will come back to school, and a day of  learning will be expected. We are hoping that our families can 
work in partnership of  this and continue to have your child(ren) online at expected times and ready for school 
daily. 

Over the past fortnight teachers have been planning and preparing for the 1:1 learning conferences with every 
child. These 1:1 are vital at this point in time as teachers are using these sessions for assessment. Remote 
schooling will still require the school to assess and report on every child this semester and this 1:1 allows teachers 
to accurately check in. All teachers have a routine in place for these times and we ask that parents support these 
sessions. 

St Mary's will be having a school closure day on Friday 29th May 2020. This day will be used to prepare for our 
return and also complete assessment and reporting in these varied conditions. We hope our families enjoy the 
additional day for the weekend! 

God Bless

Jasmine Ryan (Principal) 
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Last week Russell McLoughlan, the husband of our wonderful Mrs McLoughlan 
passed away unexpectedly.  As a school we are all grieving with Julie, her boys, 
family and friends. Today we offer a special prayer to God, to be with them all in 
this very difficult time.

Dear Lord, 

Today we pray for Mrs Mac and her children Aaron, Darcy, Nicholas, Joel and their 
family and f riends. We pray that the pain of  their sorrow may be sof tened, and that 
the emptiness in

their hearts may be f illed with the love of  God.

Amen

St Mary's acknowledges and 
pays respects to the traditional 

custodians of the land on 
which we meet;  the Barrapa 

Rappa People, and pay 
respects to elders both past and 

present. 

. 

A PRAYER

St Mary's is a Child Safe School. 

We promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of all children. 

P&F Chocol ate 
M on ey

We ask those families who 
have not yet returned 
their P&F chocolate 
money to do so ASAP. 
This can be done via direct 
deposit. 

BSB:  083-543
Acc No: 457171993

W eek  Fi ve Chal l en ge

Week # 5 Challenge - This week?s challenge is in the spirit of  Cross-country. You are to 
create a chant that can be used for your sports house. Video yourself  singing the chant with 
your family in your house colours and send it to Jasmine by Saturday 16th May once 
completed. Please make sure it is positive and uplif ting. Teachers will vote for the best chant 
for each house at the end of  the week. Good Luck

. 
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OUR LEARNING
JUNIOR TEAM

What a fantastic week we have had in Prep, Year 1 and Year 
2. All learners are beginning to become familiar with our 
daily routines and expectations. Miss Toll, Miss Cartwright 
and Mrs Lamb are so excited to see you all each day and all 
the learning that you are completing. 
This week all learners have been learning to make text to 
text connections. We read a book all together and each 
learner found a book that it reminded them of . This week 
we all f inished of f  our unit of  data. Well done to everyone 
for completing your assessments at home. We started our 
unit on narratives and each learner wrote a narrative and 
took photos and posted them on Seesaw, we loved reading 
about characters and interesting things they got up to.
Well done to all learners for participating in all the Catholic 
education week activities. You are all so creative. We 
thank all of  the learners who sent their photos to us via 
Seesaw.
Miss Cartwright danced up a storm at the disco and we all 
enjoyed seeing pictures of  you  dancing. We were lucky to 
be invited to dance with our learners at school via a 
Google MEET, we had so much fun!

SENIOR TEAM

We have made it through a month of  Remote Schooling. 
The Year 3-6 team is so proud that we are able to 
continue teaching through this unknown time. Each day 
we love seeing you try your best to learn and we are so 
blessed to see your faces via Google Meet each day. Keep 
up the amazing learning. You are ALL absolute 
superstars. 
In Year 3/4, we have been making connections between 
texts, ourselves, our world and other texts that we have 
read. We are making detailed observations about what is 
in the texts that we read and thinking about what else 
might be happening to ponder some inferences. 

In Mathematics, we have been practising our skills with 
number, place value and our times tables. 

Year 3 focused on developing individual learning goals in 
their learning conferences last week. Year 4 looked at a 
piece of  their writing with Miss Cooke during their 
learning conferences. 
In Year 5/6 we have been creating connections to the 
world when reading dif ferent texts. In Writing, we are 
draf ting our information text by creating paragraphs 
with subheadings that use interesting vocabulary and 
strong sentence structure. In Mathematics, we 
investigated length by measuring many dif ferent 
household items?  including Miss Santilla?s dog! We are 
loving the hands on Mathematics to learn length which 
involves measuring our family members and making 
really fast paper planes. The 5/6 Learners shared their 
RATS novels during their learning conference and 
together we created reading goals to improve our 
learning. We hope to practice reading aloud to improve 
our phrasing and expression! 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS

- Emily Dehne - 12th May
- Jimmy Pollock - 14th May
- Nina Reid - 14th May

Week f our  Cha l l enge Winner s
Mothers Day is a day of  the year on which mothers are particularly honoured by 
their children. We thank you for all entries we received! Our winners this week are:

1st - Quinn Conlan   2nd - Tyler Jones   3rd Georgie Neil
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